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Snakes and Ladders Game Instructions 
Players take turns drawing a card, reading the word on the card aloud, and then moving the 
number of spaces shown on the card. Challenge: after reading the word, use the word in a 
sentence. If the word is read correctly, the player moves forward that number of spaces. If 
help is needed, you can decide whether the player stays in place or gets support before 
moving. 

If a player lands on the bottom of a ladder, the player climbs up to the space at the top of 
the ladder. If a player lands on the head of a snake, the player slides back to the space at 
the tail of the snake. 

To set up the game, place all player pieces on the starting space and put the word cards in 
a pile face down. The first player draws a card and begins. Play continues clockwise until 
one player reaches the final space. 

The first player to reach the last space wins the game. If you want, you can require players 
to land on the final space exactly to win. 

Challenge: after reading the word, use the word in a sentence. 

The words in this game set are the Dolch 100 high-frequency words. If a child struggles with 
a word, read it for them and ask them to repeat it. 

High-frequency words are words children see often in books, such as the, and, and said. 
Learning to recognize these words quickly helps children read more smoothly, build 
confidence, and focus on understanding what they are reading instead of stopping to 
sound out every word. 

 

Game share by Decoding Dyslexia Oklahoma; free to print but not for sale.  

Decoding Dyslexia OK is a grassroots movement driven by Oklahoma parents and 
educators who are concerned with the limited access to educational interventions and 
support for dyslexia within our schools. This page will share awareness for dyslexia, 
information to help parents and teachers advocate for students with dyslexia, effective 
resources for both reading intervention and support through accommodations and 
assistive technology, training opportunities based on best practices for students with 
dyslexia, and guidance on sharing your stories with policymakers as we work together to 
create more supportive learning opportunities in our local school districts.    
All children deserve the opportunity to become competent readers. 




















